CHAPTER IX
Defence by Day and by Might
Expectations not Fulfilled
Defence against air attack has not followed the book
in this war. It has been, on the whole, more effective
by day and less effective by night than had been ex-
pected. The prophets had foretold in general terms,
that 'the bomber would always get through'. That
forecast was clearly falsified in daylight operations;
it has been one of the chief lessons of the Battle of
Britain that the day-bomber does not get through.
The few exceptions do not disprove the truth of this
lesson. There has been here, in fact, a surprising
reversal of the calculations of the authorities respon-
sible for public safety in all the belligerent countries.
In Britain we had made preparations on a vast scale
for dealing with air raid casualties. Hospital beds to
accommodate 250,000 victims of the raids in the
first few days of war had been set aside, and other
precautions taken were on a similar scale. The raids
to meet which these preparations were made were
expected to be daylight raids. This is evident from
the policy which was adopted in regard to the provi-
sion of shelters. We relied mainly on the Anderson
type of shelter for the protection of the population,
and that shelter, it has been freely admitted by
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